
 
Hood Canal Dissolved Oxygen Program Monthly Update – April 2005 

 
Next HCDOP meeting 
• When/where 

 May 19, 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm at the Theler Wetlands Center in Belfair.   
• Proposed agenda items for the May meeting 

  Christensen share the submission of the EPA grant proposal with the group.  
 Hannafious update on the outcome of meeting with People for PS staff and 

volunteers, related to their Power Point presentation. 
 Potential EPA/Environmental Finance Center Funding Roundtable  

 
HCDOP CG Action Items 

 Dave Christensen will develop a proposal for the EPA Targeted Watershed Grant 
and send to partners for review.  PSAT and Ecology will facilitate Governor’s 
endorsement. (Done). 

 
Scientific Studies 
• Project update 

 Mindy Roberts (Ecology) began developing an umbrella Quality Assurance 
Project Plan that summarizes all related model development and monitoring data 
collection efforts conducted by USGS, UW-APL, UW-PRISM, Ecology, Kitsap 
County, Jefferson County, Mason County, Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe, and the 
Skokomish Tribe. (M. Roberts, Ecology) 
 The UW HCDOP website has much up-dated information. (Newton - 

UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Continued successful data collection by IAM Marine and Freshwater networks.  

(Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 The UW-APL MMP mooring (that yields flux measurements) was deployed on 

22 April and was serviced, as a check, on 5 May.  It was found to be functioning 
and recording data well.  Content and data have been submitted for posting on the 
web.  (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 The first quarterly HCDOP-IAM All Hands meeting was held at UW-APL on 26 

April with ~30 participants.  Meeting minutes were circulated.  Anyone wishing 
to be on the IAM contact list should contact Jan Newton 
(newton@apl.washington.edu).  (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Task-specific meetings are being scheduled, including freshwater sampling on 19 

May.  (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 The QAPP draft for the IAM study will be available to IAM co-mangers by the 

end of May.  (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Kitsap County Health District just completed a PILOT FC/NUTRIENT 

CORRELATION STUDY. Collected three rounds of FC and nitrate+nitrite 
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nitrogen at fifty-five fresh water discharges to Seabeck shoreline.  Two of these 
events were wet season dry rainfall events and showed no correlation.  The third 
event was a wet season wet rainfall event.  An evaluation and report is in 
progress. Additionally, a PILOT BEFORE/AFTER/CONTROL NUTRIENTS 
STUDY (BAC) is being conducted. Selected nine discharges from eight 
properties (including the two greywater discharges) and five control discharges.  
Conducted two or three rounds of BAC sampling per site. (K. Grellner, Kitsap 
County Health District) 

 
• New information generated by projects 

 
• Study data 

 Though variation is evident and some higher values were observed last month, the 
DO in S. Hood Canal remains low, with many samples below 2 mg/L and similar 
to 2004 levels.  Phytoplankton bloomed early (Feb) and smaller blooms are 
sporadically evident, but always sub-surface. (Newton - UW/Hannafious - 
HCSEG) 
 DO discrete data has been uploaded into Paladin’s Environmental Knowledge 

Organizer (EKO)-system, an online database management tool.  The Citizen 
Monitoring data is being submitted on a weekly basis. (Newton - UW/Hannafious 
- HCSEG) 
 Monthly nutrient data, also collected by the Citizen Monitoring Program, has 

been uploaded into Paladin’s EKO-system.  Includes data from August 2004 to 
January 2005. (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 

 
Corrective Actions 
• Project update 

  Kitsap County Health District has completed fieldwork for its Hood Canal 
Shoreline Survey Project (funded through PSAT/EPA), and is drafting a final 
report.  During the past two months the following work was completed:  
Conducted SHORELINE SURVEY of eight miles of Hood Canal shoreline that 
covered 325 residences.  Collected 206 fresh water discharges for fecal coliform 
(FC) bacteria.  Collected confirmation samples of ten (10) discharges exceeding 
action level of 200 fecal coliform/100 ml.  Identified six parcels for pollution 
source survey based on shoreline survey work and water samples.  Identified and 
corrected two (2) properties with greywater direct discharges to Hood Canal; one 
of these properties  is now replacing the entire onsite sewage system.  Three 
additional failing onsite systems have been identified and are in the correction 
process.  Four dye tests are scheduled or in progress.  Staff have contacted owners 
and requested access to dye test two properties located near shoreline hotspots.  
(K. Grellner, Kitsap County Health District) 
 Met with PSAT staff:  Terry Hull, Anne Criss, and Stephanie Lidren and Jim 

Patterson of Five Star related to their selection of project sights and meeting 
conditions of their contract with us. (D. Fagergren, PSAT)  
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 Stuart Glasoe and I met with Rich Geiger and Shannon Kirby of the Mason CD to 
receive a briefing on the status of their anaerobic digester project (D. Fagergren, 
PSAT ). 

 
• New information generated by projects 

 
 
Public Outreach  
• Public education and outreach efforts updates 

 The Hood Canal Watershed Education Network (HCWEN) Outreach and 
Coordination group met on April 20, 2005, 9:30am - 12:00pm, in Bremerton, 
WA.  The meeting minutes are included as a separate document.  Contact Emily 
Piper for more information 360.427.9670 ex. 396 or elpiper@wsu.edu. 
 Jan Newton gave an evening lecture to the Jefferson County Master Gardener 

Foundation regarding the Hood Canal dissolved oxygen situation for their 
meeting on 9 May in Port Hadlock.  (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Matthew Korb (HCSEG) gave an instructional talk on Hood Canal water quality 

to a teacher’s Water Quality Monitoring Workshop on 30 April at Fort Flagler.   
(Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Content on Hood Canal hypoxia provided by Jan Newton was featured in Dr. 

Ginger Armbrust’s public lecture “A Sea of Microbes” on 21 April, part of the 
UW Science Forum. (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Dan Hannafious spoke on Hood Canal hypoxia to the Crysta Retirement Home in 

Silverdale on 19 April. (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Jan Newton gave a briefing on the HCDOP-IAM study to the Advisory Board of 

the UW Applied Physics Lab on 11 April.  (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Renee Rose gave a talk regarding the Citizen’s Monitoring Program to the 

Audubon Society in Poulsbo on April 14.  (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Kitsap County Health conducted two NEIGHBORHOOD WATER QUALITY 

WORKSHOPS "How to Keep Bacteria and Nutrients Out of Hood Canal"; 
Seabeck Conference Center (March 10, 2005) and Olympic View Community 
Club (March 16, 2005) - locations donated.  Workshops featured overview of 
dissolved oxygen problem and presented tools to prevent and reduce inputs.  
Developed workshop flyer and postcard. Mailed approximately 1,100 postcards 
(postage credit from Kitsap County Department of Natural Resources - mailing 
list from Liberty Bay Foundation.)  Posters posted by Seabeck Community Club 
member in Seabeck and Olympic View Community Club.  The Bremerton Sun 
printed event notices.  Presented an overview of the Hood Canal project and a 
mini-water quality workshop for the Silverdale Sunrise Rotary Club on April 26th, 
2005.  Edgewater Beach Community Club hosting workshop at annual meeting 
June 11, 2005.  (K. Grellner, Kitsap County Health District) 
 Kitsap County Health District has helped coordinate a NUTRIENT BROCHURE 

with Pat Kirschbaum of the Kitsap County Surface and Storm Water Management 
Program (SSWM).  SSWM purchased artwork and pooled resources developed 
higher quality product and will allow us to get more copies for the same price.  
(K. Grellner, Kitsap County Health District) 
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 The HCCC has received more than 700 attitude surveys back out of the 1,500 we 
sent out.  We are following up with non-responsive households this month.  We 
should easily hit a 50% return with this follow-up correspondence.  Next, we will 
analyze data, and conduct post-survey follow up to determine if there is a 
sampling bias. (D. Christensen, HCCC). 
 Attended the Community Awareness Night being held by the Central Kitsap 

Community Council on Wed April 20th. (M.L. Mills, WDFW).   
• Comments/questions from public  

 
• Response to public sentiments/concerns/issues 

 
• Public outreach needs 

 
• Upcoming meeting notices/speaking engagements 

 HCWEN’s Next Meeting: 1:30 – 3:00 pm on Thursday June 2, 2005 at Fort 
Flagler for the Hood Canal Youth Summit.  (E. Piper, WSU Mason County 
Extension). 
 Jan Newton was asked to give the dinner address on Hood Canal at an event to be 

held at the Alderbrook Resort on 28 May.  Guests will include Norm Dicks and 
Bill Gates Sr.  (Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Helped Ken Chew, UW professor emeritus, and current WDFW commissioner, in 

developing a list of invitees for a special low D.O. event on May 28, to be held at 
Alderbrook and sponsored by the UW and Alderbrook . (D. Fagergren, PSAT) 

 
Funding 
• Funding now available 

 Funds were transferred from UW to HCSEG for the IAM study.  Sub-contracts 
will be established by HCSEG with various entities conducting IAM tasks.  
(Newton - UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 

 
• Funding needs 
 
• Upcoming funding opportunities 

 Met with Dave Christensen about the HCCC’s likely proposal related to the EPA 
watershed grant application that is due May 19.  A draft of the (~ 1 M$) proposal 
will be produced by Dave C, and will be made available to us ~ May 12. Note, 
this proposal was finished and submitted through the Governor’s policy office on 
May 13 thanks to Dave. (D. Fagergren, PSAT) 
 Anne, Stephanie and I met with Michael Rylko (EPA) on HC contract 

amendments and other topics related to EPA grants for Hood Canal work. (D. 
Fagergren, PSAT) 
 The HCCC submitted a Targeted EPA Watersheds proposal.  The proposal was 

written to expand the HCCC Community Nearshore Program, implanting both 
nearshore habitat restoration projects and onsite sewage remediation.  Partners on 
the proposal include: HCSEG, PSAT, WSU Extension, all three counties 
(especially Mason County Health) and the two HCCC member tribes.  The 
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governor will be nominating two proposals for funding—one from the Skagit and 
ours. (D.Christensen, HCCC). 

 
Legislative or Congressional action 
• Legislative contacts/meetings 

 Governor Gregoire signed bills 2097 and 2081 on May 16, 2005. (D. Fagergren, 
PSAT) 
 Jan Newton briefed Norm Dicks on 5 May in Washington D.C. on the HCDOP 

IAM status and results from the first quarterly All-Hands meeting.  (Newton - 
UW/Hannafious - HCSEG) 
 Jan Newton visited with several Washington state Congressional staffers on 5 

May in Washington D.C. regarding current pending legislation for Ocean 
Observation (HR 1489) that would authorize the U.S. IOOS (Integrated Ocean 
Observing System).  IOOS would fund the PNW region’s NANOOS (Northwest 
Association of Networked Ocean Observing Systems) that would ultimately be 
able to sustain observational capability, such as the ORCA buoys, in our region 
indefinitely.  A similar bill is in the Senate (S 361) with strong bi-partisan 
support.  The U.S. IOOS was strongly recommended by the Ocean Commission 
and is in President Bush’s Ocean Action Plan.  (Newton - UW/Hannafious - 
HCSEG) 
 Participated in Hood Canal Coordinating Council meetings, including the ‘annual 

awards’ event at the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal center. Congressman Jay 
Inslee also attended this event, and we discussed projects and progress we’ve 
been making in Hood Canal. The late April meeting was chaired by 
Senator/Commissioner Sheldon and was held in Silverdale and we discussed the 
problems (mostly related to ‘co-management’ and joint project selection by the 
AT and the HCCC) with the current legislation. (D. Fagergren, PSAT) 
 

• Regulations or policy issues 
 

Media  
• Media contacts or requests   

 
• Media coverage  
 
Puget Sound in declining health
May 10, 2005 
USA Today  
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2005-05-10-puget-sound_x.htm
 
Hood Canal:  An unsung getaway just got better  
Sunset Magazine 
May 2005
http://www.sunset.com/sunset/travel/article/0,20633,1045216,00.html
 
Gray Whale Makes Rare Visit To Hood Canal 
Bremerton Sun 
April 5, 2005 
http://www1.kitsapsun.com/bsun/local/article/0,2403,BSUN_19088_3675076,00.html
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Septics: Local Officials Support On-Site Rule 
Bremerton Sun 
April 7, 2005 
http://www1.kitsapsun.com/bsun/local/article/0,2403,BSUN_19088_3681640,00.html
 
Hood Canal: Health Board Supports Science, Not Conjecture 
Bremerton Sun 
April 7, 2005 
http://www1.kitsapsun.com/bsun/local/article/0,2403,BSUN_19088_3681640,00.html
 
Hood Canal Awareness Up, But Most Bills Go Down 
Bremerton Sun 
April 14, 2005 
http://www1.kitsapsun.com/bsun/lo_politics/article/0,2403,BSUN_19086_3698821,00.html
 
Hood Canal Near To Becoming An Aquatic Rehab Zone 
Bremerton Sun 
April 16, 2005 
http://www1.kitsapsun.com/bsun/local/article/0,2403,BSUN_19088_3704713,00.html
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